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A Method for Quickly Retrieving a 



Technical Fields 

The present invention relates to a method for managing records on a data page in a 
database, particularly relates to a method for fast locating records on a data page in a 
database. 

Technical Background 

Database system is a very effective software system for managing a large amount of 
data. The least unit to be managed in a database is record, each of which memorizes a 
group of relative information. Data page is a physical unit for storing record, each of 
which can store multiple records. Every record on data page has an index, which refers to 
a next record, thereby all the records on the whole page link one by one to form a 
linearity record chain; when searching a certain record, it can be located by searching 
along the linearity record chain. However, this kind of method has a disadvantage that the 
search efficiency on a page is quite low, which leads to a low efficiency of database 
search. 

Summary of the Present Invention 

The object of the present invention is to provide a method for fast locating records on 
a data page in a database, thereby enhancing the speed of locating data record in database. 

The records on a data page are stored in sequence, and the scheme employed in the 
present invention is as follows: at the end of a data page, setting a directory structure 

which is composed of a group of record deviations- the position deviations of records in 

the data page; each directory in the directory structure is called dir_slot, each of which 
stores position deviation of a record; according to the position deviation, a certain record 
can be located immediately. But not the position deviation of all records is stored in the 
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dir^slot, in the linearity record chain of the data page, the deviation of one record is 
selected to be stored in dir_slot every certain number of records (this number of records is 
between the maximum records number and minimum records number in the dir_slot). 
Thus, each page has a directory structure, when searching, it is to search the relative 
record in dir_slot by adopting a fast dichotomizing locating algorithm rather than search 
the specific record, after locating a certain dir_slot, searching the relative group of 
records according to the record deviation stored in the dir^slot, as such the record to be 
searched can be located accurately. 

Specially, the present invention discloses a method for fast locating records on a data 
page in database, comprising the following steps of: 

(1) setting a directory structure at the end of a data page, which is composed of a 
group of record deviations, a record deviation is a position deviation of a record in the 
data page; each directory in the directory structure is called dir_slot, and each dir_slot 
stores position deviation of one record; 

(2) searching for relative records in the dir_slot by adopting a fast dichotomizing 
locating algorithm, searching for a relative group of records according to the record 
deviations stored in the dir_slot after locating one certain dir_slot, and locating the record 
to be searched for accurately. 

Said method for fast locating record on a data page in database further includes: 
putting the record to be searched into a field structure, and comparing the record on the 
data page with the field structure. 

Said method for fast locating record on a data page in database comprises the steps of: 
first endowing two variables (low, up) which represent the number of dir_slot with initial 
value, low is endowed with a value of 0, up is endowed with a value that is the total 
number of dir_slot on a page, then searching by adopting locating algorithm, and judging 
which dir_slot the record belongs to. 

Said locating algorithm is dichotomizing locating algorithm. 
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Said dichotomizing locating is to compare medial value with field structure 
continuously, until the value of up-low is not more than 1. 

After finding the record, select record orderly from the dir__slot with the number of 
low to compare with the field structure, till the next record of the record is the up record 
up_rec on the dir_slot with the number of up; if the record is found during this process, 
finishing the search on this page; if the record is not found, turning to the next page to 
perform the same match. 

Said method for fast locating record on a data page in database, when the number of 
record on dir_slot is full due to the addition of one record onto a data page in database, 
splitting the current dir^slot into two ones, so as to increase one dir_slot. 

After the record inserting into a chain table, if the total number of records on the 
dir_slot where the record locates exceeds a maximum value, moving all of the dir_slots 
behind this dir^slot one bit backward, thus, one dir_slot is added, and dividing all records 
on the dir_slot which this record belongs to into two parts, and attaching these two parts 
to the two dir_slots respectively. 

Said method for fast locating record on a data page in database, wherein when 
deleting a record, taking it out from the chain table and sets a deleting mark to it. 

First, obtaining a dir_slot next to this dir_slot, and judging the record number on the 
next dir_slot, if the record number exceeds the minimum value, taking out a record from 
the next dir_slot, and adding it to the current dir_slot; if the record number is less than or 
equal to the minimum value, combining these two dir_slots, and deleting the current 
dir_slot. 

Brief Description of Drawings 

Fig.l is the structure description of data page according to the present invention; 
Fig.2 is the flowchart for adding dir_slot according to the present invention; 
Fig.3 is the flowchart for deleting dir_slot according to the present invention; 
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Fig.4 is the flowchart for locating record in data page according to the present 
invention. 

Preferred Embodiment of the Present Invention 

Fig.l is an integral structure diagram of data page, which describes the complete 
structure of a data page. In this drawing, the front 26 bytes describes the attribute of 
records in this page, the bytes from 26 to 36 describes the attribute of this page, the bytes 
from 36 to 56 is the segment index, dir_slot extends from the end of this page; by 
employing this scheme, it avoids the requirement of presetting space for dir_slot. Thus, 
when adding or deleting records, it is not necessary to consider how many records have 
been stored and how many dir_slots have been used. 

Fig.2 is the flowchart for adding dir_slot, which describes that when inserting records 
into a data page in database, how dir_slot splits the current dir_slot into two ones in order 
to add dir_slot when the record number on the dir_slot where the record locates has 
reached the maximum value. The records on each page form a record chain table, the 
record to be inserted will be inserted into a relative position in the chain table, generally 
in an ascending order. As shown in fig.2, after inserting the record into the chain table 
(step 201), first obtaining the record number (the number of slot is slot_no) on the 
dir_slot where this record locates (step 202), then judging whether the record number on 
the dir_slot where the record locates exceeds the maximum value (step 203), if not, 
recording the inserting log directly, and ending (step 212); if yes, obtaining the address 
slot of this dir_slot on this page (step 204), obtaining the record number n_owned on this 
dir_slot (step 205), obtaining the address prev^slot of the previous dir_slot (step 206), 
obtaining the record index on the prev_slot according to the value of prev_slot (step 207), 
obtaining the index recptr 4 of the prev_slot/2th record next to this record (step 208), 
moving the dir_slot which is more than or equal to slot_no one bit back (step 209), thus, a 
dir_slot is added, and dividing all the records on the dir_slot where this record loates into 
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two parts, that is, setting the record number of dir_slot on slot_no to be n_owned/2, and 
referring the record deviation on dir_slot as recptr4 (step 210), setting the record number 
of dir_slot on slot_no+l to be n_owned-n_owned/2 (step 211), thus, attaching these two 

parts of records to these two dir_slots respectively, then recording the inserting log, and 
ending (step 212). 

Fig.3 is the flowchart for deleting dir.slot, which describes that when deleting record, 
how to combine two dir_slots if the record number on dir_slot is less than the minimum 
value, and when deleting a record on a data page in database, how the system adjusts the 
dir_slot. The records on each page form a record chain table, when deleting a record, 
taking the record out from the chain table, and setting a mark of deleting onto it (step 
301), obtaining the total record number of the dir_slot where this record locates(step 302), 
if the total record number is less than or equal to the minimum value (step 303), adjusting 
the dir_slot: first obtaining a dir_slot next to this dir_slot (steps 304-306), and judging the 
record number of the next dir_slot (step 307), if the record number is more than the 
minimum value, taking out one record from the next dir_slot, and adding it to the current 
dir_slot, specifically, taking out the record index old_rec of the current dir_slot (step 310), 
taking out the next record index new_rec of this record (step 311), setting the record 
index of the current dir_slot to be new_rec (step 312), setting the record of the current 
dir_slot and the record of the next dir_slot to be new value (step 313), then recording the 
deleting log, and ending (step 314); if the record number is less than or equal to the 
minimum value, moving all of the dir_slots behind this dir_slot one bit forward (step 308), 
combining this dir_slot with the next dir_slot (step 309), recording the deleting log, and 
ending (step 314). Thus, the adjustment of dir_slot is completed. 

Fig.4 is the flowchart for locating records in data page, which describes the flowchart 
of how to locate a record on a data page and how to search for a record on a data page. 
The value of part of domain of record to be searched is put into the field structure turple 
(step 401), (the called field structure turple is a structure composed of part of field of 
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record to be searched. In order to search for a record in database, it is necessary to get 
part of content of the record, for example, in a personnel archives database, one can 
search through the name field, and the name field forms a turple), and the record on data 
page will be compared with the field structure, comprising the following steps of: 
endowing two variables low and up which represent the number of dir_slot with initial 
value, low is endowed with value 0, up is endowed with a value which represents the 
total number of dir_slot on page (step 402), then searching via dichotomizing algorithm, 
and judging which dir_slot the record belongs to; the method of searching via 
dichotomizing algorithm is to take out mediate value continuously to compare with the 
field structure, till the value of up-low is not more than 1; specifically, said dichotomy is 
to take the mediate value of dir_slot on page to compare with turple; setting 
mid=(low+up)/2, hereby obtaining the record mid_rec with number of mid on dir_slot, 
and comparing the mid_rec with the field structure, if mid_rec is more than turple, 
making up = mid, if mic_rec is less than turple, making low = mid, and comparing again 
(step 403, 404, 405, 406, 407, 409); after finding the record, taking out records from 
dir_slot with number low in order to compare with the field structure, till the next record 
of this record is up_rec (up_rec is the head record of dir_slot with number up) (step 410, 
411, 412, 413, 414, 415, 417); if the record is found during the process, ending the search 
on this page (step 408 and step 416); if no record is found, tuming to the next page to 
perform the same match (step 418). In the above process, by employing the dir_slot 
structure, the relative record can be located quickly on the page. 

For example, supposing that 300 records are stored on one page, if locating in order, 
it needs to match for 300 times. While by employing the method of the present invention, 
about 40 dir_slots are needed to store the deviation of part of the records, by employing 
dichotomizing locating algorithm, it only needs to match 5 times at best to locate the 
specific dir_slot, 8 times at best to locate in dir_slot, and 13 times to locate in the worst 
situation, thereby the search speed on the page is improved 23 times. Because dir_slot is 
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put at the end of the page, it is not necessary to preset space on the page, and the records 
on the page are managed efficiently. Because dir^slot only stores the deviation of one 
record, the space occupied is very little, supposing that each deviation is 4 bytes, 300 
records need a storage space of about 160 bytes in all. 

Industrial Applicability 

The advantage of the present invention compared to prior art is in that: the speed for 
locating a record on a page is improved greatly. When searching for a record, it only 
needs to fast locate and search in dir_slot in directory structure rather than search and 
compare in the order of record chain, thus, the large overhead for sequential search is 
saved, and after locating the specific dir_slot, the largest number of searching and 
comparing times is the maximum value of records of dir^slot. By employing this method, 
the times for seaching and comparing is greatly reduced. Because the dir_slot is put at the 
end of the page, it is not necessary to preset space on the page, and the records on the 
page are managed efficiently. Because dir_slot only stores the deviation of one record, the 
space occupied is very little. 
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